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As: Saunen, of the Grand Jury 


my congratulate you on the ateiu 'of che 
tical ties that haye been the means 5 onne ing 
us for ſeveral years. with the French Nation. "Thank 
Heaven the Gordian knot, is at laſt cut, and we. 
ſeparated, I truſt, forever. The 17th, 'day of Ji "WM 
| Congrels, by "a, diſa aulled dur "Treaties with. that 
ow and declared them to, des . longer binding . 
> the United $ States, Ae er ee 
0 1 would take up too 8 2, and 1 is F 
my preſent purpole, to go into. a ll detail. o 
numerous reaſons that have long required, and mw 
fully juſtify this procedure on the part of our 8 
yerament. From the date af gur tteaties Sith 
in the year; 17 78, no event occurred between the 
nations worthy, of notice till, the commencement 
the war in Europe. The. interyal between thefe tw 


— 


periods x was highly beneficial to the French, by Meg ij 6 4 


ing. into. her 1 the profits of an; extenſive and 
Iucrative commerce with this count 


a ener might N been u Werne of ANG. > 
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no doubt can be entertained that France, in nego- 


* _ + ciating the treaties, was actuated by animoſity, and 
bf a delign to reduce the commerce and humble the 
power of a rival nation. The peace of 1783, which 


gave us complete and acknowledged poſſeſſion of Na- 
8 tional Independence, at the ſame time gratified the 
ambition, and extended the commercial views of 
As long as the palpable intereſt of that country 
wag, promoted by the operation of the treaty, ſo long 
arf jigs cordiality ſubſiſted; but no ſooner were 
the flames of war kindled between the two great rival 
powers in Europe, than it became evident, that the 
ſole object on the part of France, was to drag us into 
the conteſt; and, failing of ſucceſs, ſhe has ever ſince 
uſed all the means in her power, to deprive us of the 
commercial advantages contemplated by the treaty, 
in the relative ſituation of the two nations, which had 
aQually r ; 
| Hence our connexion with France will be found, 
2 during the war between her and Great Britain, to be 
2 a hiſtory of altercation and complaint on both ſides, 
= - - and of aggreſſion and plunder on the part of France. 
Ik © Notwithſtanding an expreſs ſtipulation in the trea- 
„ ty, that the goods of an enemy ſhall be free from 
3 * Capture on board an American bottom,” they have 
1 In a lawleſs manner made prize of property on board 
our veſſels, though protected by the expreſs terms of 
the treaty, to the great injury of our citizens and in- 
( FVV 
2 We cannot, however, Gentlemen, be ſurprized at 
ä this proceeding on the part of the French Govern- 
ment, when we call to mind the infamous poſition 
. they have openly maintained “that nations have a 
right to break treaties whenever they become incon- 
E venient.“« It is, indeed a melancholy truth, that 
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nations in their intercourſe with each other, ate too 


little reſtrained by the molt ſacred engagetnents; yet 


it is 8 of remark, notwithſtanding their fre- 


quent infraction of treaties, that they evince an anxiety 
to ſatisfy the world of the propriety of their conduct - 
by a publication, - of the reaſons and cauſes that 'in- 
duce the violations, and, in their opinion, authorize” 
them. N e t es 
This decent mode in uſe among nations, when they 
have recourſe to the violation of treaties, ' while it. 
manifeſts the ſenſe they- entertain of their. binding 
force, is a filent and honourable tribute to the cauſe 
of truth and moral obligation. It exhibits x /ound- 
ne/s of principle at leaſt, though the practice may 
not riſe ſo high or be correſpondent to it. The Freneh 
are, I believe, the firſt nation upon earth that liave 
publicly renounced the obligatory force of treaties,” 
and aſſumed the profligate poſition that oy may:be- 
broken whenever the circumſtances of either party 
may require it. It is one thing to tranſgreſs the laws 
of truth and virtue, and another to maintain the lau 
fulneſs of the action. The very Algerines would 


bluſh at the thought. 


Nor has the law of nations been treated with more 
reſpect by theſe ferocious innovators. Our Govern- 


ment has been inſulted with a charge of perſidious 


neutrality becauſe we did not forcibly reſiſt the Bri- 
tiſh in their ſearches after French property on beard: 
American bottoms. No poſition can be more fully 
eſtabliſhed by the law of nations, than that the pro- 
1 an enemy on board a neutral bottom may 
ſeized and confiſcated.. Though this principle be 

as incontrovertible as the exiſtence of the Sunimy the 
firmament, yet it has met with oppdſition from French 
caſuiſtry; and the moſt approved and enlightened 
vvrriters on the ſubject have been inſtantly ſtyled muſty 
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and antiquated. authorities, 3 they have not 


ſanctioned their unwarrantable uſur ns. For ſe- 


verat years this was the polar ſtar of their. conduct to- 


Wards us; and the ſcheme has been purſued, ſome- 


times through all the windings of duplicity and falſ- 


hood, and at other times with open and undiſguiſed 
violence. NA their agents have inſolently dared 
to arm veſſel 
cruiſe gait their, enemy. Military commiſfions 
have been itlucd Amen the authority of the French 
Government, and diſtributed among our citizens; 
and an attempt actually made to raiſe an armed force 
in our country, for the avowed purpoſe of forcing us 
to depart from our acutrilitys and. enen en a. 
Wa with Great Britain. n 


Having in eee to arag uy i t6 the 
vortex of the European war, they have ſince ſyſtem- 
aticaily 'purſucd a plan for the extirpation of our com- 

merce. Hence it was, that four years after the com- 


| mencement of the war, they ſuddenly.and without 


notice, while the ſea was covered with American 


veſſels, ſeized them for want af certain papers never 
contemplated by the treaty, and condemned veſſel 
and cargo. Hence too, they have proceeded. to paſs. 
laws fot the conſiſcation of our. veſſels, in caſe goods 


or merchandiae of the growth of the Britiſh poſſeſ- 


fions-are-found- on board them. In the fituation of 
the United States, it 3s not conceivable that our com- 
meres could-receive.a more fatal bloc. 
_ - oAftet+ having thus in a manner” annihilated: aur 
trade, the dus ſcheme for our deſtruction his at 
length been fully unfolded to view. We have been 
inzuredy we have heen inſulted, we have been rob« 
bed of millions; and on application for redreſs through 
the medium of our envoys, have been told (inſtead 
of doing us juſtice) we muſt ſubmit to pay whatever 


els in the ports of the United States to 


1 ſums. money their ambition. may prompt them to. 
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dean; to 1 — x, they v 
_—_ toldeto look a Vento nd other countrics't 
had fubdued,; and” take warning by them. With re⸗ 
ſpe& to the jufice of their meaſures, they diſcovered 
all the impudence and 'candour” that highwaymen 
often practiſe They admitted they were about to 
l us, ank wiped the fame - plea in their defence— 
their em wan 6f 115669 FR Walt power to 
Gvetort It." ang een 

Thus the maſk is Spee cakes off, and the 
bold en t id to be tried of reducing us to the 
ſtate of eonquered provinces for to this ſtate we 
wall certainly de reduced, and be ſo confidered by 
the world, if we but ſubmit to pay the ſums requir- 
ed, or even a farthing. Theſe and other obſervations 
of a ſimilar nature; we prefurne, 'o&arred to the Le- 
gifﬀature of the United States, and may be ſuppoſed 
to have induced n to reſcind vr treaties with 
the French nation. 

But whatever Setter ins politic tune Con 
may have had (a few of Which have been bri 
Rated) there are various other: confiderations 
earmot fail to render the event highly intereſting to 
every Virtuous patrist—t0 every friend of religion 
and morality. e | 

"The nation that now menzees ws wit conqueſt and 
deſtruction, always equally ambitious, reſtfefs, and 
intrighing, has been enabled b j"ohendir<ving. hex 
monarch 8 nearly to vealize Roe 5 
Louis che urteenth. The change in the form ”— 
appearitice' of "their government, has not produced 
the lighteſt alteration in the effential character of 
ere "people. On the yy 5 has given a new 
ſpring and energy to alt thofe qu —＋ bf by which 
hoer been ever naten 1 diſtinguiths ' Their end- | 
lets invigns;] perfdy, and thirft © of „Which 
a CTA could val Bk vent through 


83 3 their king, as the legal,organ.and head of che go+ 
FE  vcrnnen, have beei,diſplayed? to the! wptld irh a 
. ten told accumulated. force and miſchief, hy their 
tumultuary and popular.afſemblics. s. 
Whatever doubts may; have been once. conceived of 
4 . »the,dengng of che French reformers, we: apprehend, 
5 ſublęquent æxyenis baue authorized us to aflert, they 
1 - never intendeꝗ toſeſtore freedom in Frange, but their 
ſeole object was to aggrandize their own country, at, 
the expenſę of the liberty and independence of their 
neighbours, In the. progreſs of this vaſt enterpriſe 
it was jau indiſpeuſable part ot the plan to corrupt 
—_ and, enſlave thęir: um country, thereby ,to;ingreaſe 
x. the means,” and to faęilitate the ſcheme of geducint 
6 and deſolating the rxeſt of the world.. 40 ho 
Ile rexolution in France originated with the phi- 
4 loſophexs and politicians, and in the pecompliſhment 
| * X of the grand work, they, went hand in hand. It is a 
well known fact, that that kingdom previous to the 
diſorders which now diſtract it, ſwarmed with atheiſts, 
who, diguified themſclves with, the name; of ꝓbiloſo- 
Phersz with the ſame propriety; and juſtiee as if a 
gang of, robbers ſhould aſſume. the character and call 
themſelves, s The friends of peacę and order.“ 
- However, ſince they have gone by the name of 
French philoſophers, for the ſake of diſtinction we 


Az 


for 


am- 

ition in the attainment of the ſame object. This 
noxious, race of, Infidels, by extinguiſhing all ſenſe 
of moral evil and. of, a future ſtate of exiſtence, pre: 
pared the nation tor the diabolical purpoſes to which 
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their againſt it, that influenced the atheiſtical j junto. It 

01 was equally the wiſh of both, to ſee the molt licenti- 
ed of | ous principles infuſed, into the nation, and ſo far 
hend, theſe two parties perfectly agreed, and never thwarts, , 

they. ed each other in their revolutionary en 

4 ſelity having got poſſeſſion of the. power of 57 

yy at, ate, every nerve was exerted to efface Abe e the 

their mind all ideas of religion and morality. 


priſe trine,of the immortality of the ſoul, or a future. ſtate | 
rrupt - of rewards and puniſhments, ſo eſſential to the pre- 


reaſe vention of crimes, was publicly ridiculed, and — | e 
zcing [eames taught to believe that 6e Death is an l 1 

O . 51. 5 0 

pla . They v ordered che words Teinple — Reafon 

ment cribed on the Churches. in contempt 


It is a eee of Revelation. Atheiſtical and bee 3 
o the homilies have been ſubſtituted in the churches inſtead . 


iciſts, of the old ſervice, and a ludicrous. i imitation of 
iloſo- Greek Mythology, n N title of, the 
if a | « Religion of Reaſon.” . „they, have gone { 


call | far as.to.dreſs up 8 — with the mo 98 
— az 3 whom they, blaſphemouſſy ſtyl⸗ 
ne of ed The Goddeſs of Reaſon,” and carried to church 
n we on the ſhoulders of ſome Jacobins ſelected for the 
em e- Nat eſcorted by the national guards and the con- 

5 ituted authorities. When they got to the church, 
ltaire, the ſtrumpet was placed on the altar erected for the 
a purpoſe, and harangued the people; who, in return, 
hap- profeſſed the deepeſt adoration to her, and ſung the 


d am- Carmagnole and other ſongs, by way of worſhipping 
This 3 bi his horrid ſcene—almoſt too horrid to relate, 
ſenſe was concluded by burning the prayer-book, confei- 
„ pre: fional, and every thing appropriated to the uſe _, 
which public worthip; A: in the . ie danced 
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Rn F . . 5 1 ne n ? F'V 4 
round the fames with every* appearanbe of frantic 
be” 01 [483767 eee 


amd infertial irt. 
Sutely, Gentlemen, if àuy thing can ſtrike the 
mind with horror, it muſt be to fee the Repreſent- 


| atives of a whole nation in the act of denying the 


exiſtence of the God of Heaven, and with every cir- 


cumſtance of deliberation, withdrawing their alles 


- 


glance ee che Borit of Nature and Parent of the, 
niverſe, - This ſcheme, Which deep laid, and ac- 
companied as it was with muſic, and every ſpecies 
of parade and pageantry that had a tendency to 
make an impreſſion on the minds of tlie illiterate 
claſs of mankind, muſt have done vaſt miſchief; was, 
in all probability, but of little avail, when compared 
with the infinitely pernicious * of abol- 
iching the Chriſtian Sabbath, and ſubvertit che in. 


— 
: 


ſtitution of Marriage. 0. bat 


Totally to eradicate all regard to a ſtate of futuri- 
y, is, perhaps, not within the power of man, where 
e mind has received an early tincture of it. The 
obfervation of the Sabbath, and the law) of Mar- 
rage, as they are inſtitutions of a poſitive” nature, 
may be much enſier baniſhed From ſociety, 'efpecia 
when we reflect that ſome of the ſtrongeſt propenfi- 
2 of our fallen nature countenance and favour the 
ef . i ne er 15 34 enen AE f 
The inſtitution of the Sabbath is unqueſtionably 
of Divine authority, and bears the moſt evide 
marks bf its high origin. It ſhould never be forgot- 
ten, that man was made for immortality, and the 
period of Human life is that ſtate of probation on 
which depends his happinefs or miſery beyond t 
rave, Deſtined to live for ever, it ſeriouſly behove 


bim to ſet apart ſome portion of his time to pondet 
on his ways —to look backward and forward, and 


epare for char unchahgeable ſcent to which ie 14. 
rapidly haſtening. Our infinitely wiſe Creator knew 


0 11 


— 


6 


which the 
inceſſant cares and buſineſs of life would have, to- 
baniſh. all thought of himſelf and a future ftatey and 
thereſore to prevent this, and at the ſame time to 
keep alive a ſenſe of their exiſtence and reality, he 


enjoined us to appropriate a certain part of our time 
for the ſole: duties of and”: devotion, “ Reli- 
gion,” ſays: the celebrated Dr. Johnſon, the re- 
wards of which are diſtant, and Which id only ani- 
mated by Faith and Hope, will glide by degrees out 
of the mind, unleſs it is invigorated and re- impreſſed 
by external "ordinances, by ſtated calls to worſhip, 
and the ſalutary influence of example.“ It is the 
opinion of ſome wiſe and good men, that Chriſti 

will ſtand or fall as this day is obſerved or neglecte 

of which it ſeems to be the main ln or paladium. 
To the ordinance of public worſhip, and the knows 
ledge and impreſſions received by means thereof, i we 
are indebted for that good ſeed which produces day 
ſuch nn w . nn —_— and virtue in 
fociety. 6x4 t 34417 141 
Ik theſe 3 well founded; and we be- 
lieve they cannot be well controverted, what mighty 
havoc—what inconceivable deſtruction on the morals” 
of a nation, muſt be the reſult of aboliſhing the Sab-! 
bath. It was certainly the moſt effecxual means ever” 
devifed to promote the notion, that Death is an ever- 
laſting fleep; and conſequentiy to remove all reſtraint 
from Vice: Even Julian, the apoſtate and philoſo-— 
pher—the cool and inſidious Julian, wih all hib ran- 
oour and malice; was but a type of the Briſſots, the 
Dantons, and the Condorcets of France. How hap- 
8 en he have been to have lived in their day, tg 
2 fern the fruits of eie Inbours den er | 
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ſhut up a ſtrumpet worſnhipped Sunday aboliſhed 
OChriſtianity overthrown - God diſhonouret. 
Voain and impious mortals! He that fitteth in the 
Heavens ſhall laugh the Lord ſhall have them in de- 
riſion—he ſliall break them with a rod of iron he 
ſhall daſh them in pieces like a potter's veſſel.“ Ceaſe 
os vipers, ye moral vipers ceaſe, you are biting a file. 
e very gates of Hell ſhall not prevail to extermin- 
ate our holy religion. The ſame Almighty Being 
that at firſt ſet * to the ocean, will in due ſeaſon 
arreſt thy greatneſs, thy wickedneſs, and thy madneſs 
—and ſay unto thee Hitherto ſhalt thou come, and 
here ſhall thy proud waves be ſtayed.“ The religion 
which ye periecute, ſhall triumph over all your ma- 
chinations, and flouriſh ſtrong and fair when ye are 
dead and forgotten or if your: names be ſtill remem- 
bered, it ſhall be only to proclaim, like that of Julian, 
the impotence of AIG malice. againſt the cauſe of. 
Chriſtianity. 

„Gentlemen, the French Ko aA Fan add N 
I underſtood, what they were engaged in. Nobody 
ever ſuſpected thay were deficient in knowledge, a- 
rr or enterpriſe. They perfectly knew, as well 
as IL know, that religion and marriage are the two 
great pillars on which the civilized world ſtands, and 
could not poſſibly be ignorant of the conſequences of 
removing them. _ Nevertheleſs placing themſelves be- 
tween theſe tʒo pillars, and ſeizing one in either arm, 
they exerted the ſtrength of Sampſon and pulled them 
both down together. I preſume, | you are not unin- 
formed that the French have ſubverted the inſtitution 
. of marriage, by permitting divorces at the will and 

pleaſute af either party, in direct oppoſition to the ex- 

| preſs commands of the Goſpel; and to every principle 
of ſocial order and public good. The Chriſtian 

Religion“ ſays the able, and enlightened Mr. Burke, 
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ing the relation indiſſoluble, has | 
done more towards the peace, happineſs, i 
and civilization of the world, than by A | 
of the whole ſcheme of Divine wiſdom Tok ats 
tack on marriage was indeed a maſter ſtroke of poli. 
cy the rulers of France uſed it like a ſword with two 
edges. It introduced at once unbounded licentiouſs 
neſs into the nation; and at the ſame time, by detach- 
ing men ſrom houſe, home and family, filled the army, 
and thus indirectly contributed to their foreign con- 
queſts, more than any other cauſe. In this mode, 
military licentiouſneſs and national profli 
made to act alternately, as cauſe 'and'effect; and mu- 
tually to aid each other in producing that mas of de- 
pravity, which, by its exploſion, hath ſhook not only 
France, but every moral and political or in 8 7 
rope, to the centre. . 
Let it notbe ſuppoſed that heſecauſerharebbct dot. | 
mant and inactive. Not more certain is it, that a cor- 
rupt fauntain will ſend forth corrupted ſtreams, than 
that immoral principles will produce immoral ations; 
and to theſe cauſes it muſt be aſcribed, that at this 
moment, from the moſt recent aceounta, France 
hibits ſcenes of more brutal ſenſuality, proſſigacy de- 
bauchery and corruption, that even Sodom and Go+ 
morrah, of ancient days. It ſeems almoſt impoſkibla 
that any perſon of a candid and ſiberal mind, who at- 
tentively examines the tranſactions of the French re- 
formers, can ſincerely bring himſelf to believe they 
ever had in view, the happineſs of mankind; They 
had certainly too much ſagacity not to know t 
ere ſcattering firebrands, arrows and death, and too 
ittle virtue to be concerned, if they did not rather 


Fejoice in the conſequenc. 2 


What HUT you lay, Gentlemen, if the Gorern- * 25 
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4 See 8 letter on” a Face with the rovicide Diehl. 


| AR 
ment of your own country, the Preſident, and two 
-Houſes of Congreſs, were to act as the rulers in France 
have done. I need not aſk the queſtion. You would ex- 
ecrate them as the moſt abandoned monſters that ever 
diſgraced human nature in the ſhape of rulets, and 
ſpurn at their wickednefs. You have nothing to do 
but to feel and apply the fentiments to the French g- 
vernmont, and all will be right. 
Iam deeply ſenſible, Gentlemen, that me ferious 
and well diſpoſed perſons among us have reviewed the 
affairs of Franbe with too little horror, if not with ap- 
tion; from an n that they are fo matiy links 
in the great chain of prophecy. We ſhould remem- 
ber that ſecret things belong to the Lord. In the 
mean time, we are commanded not only to abſtain 
frem evil, but never to do evil, that good may come 
of it. I need hardly add, that the man who approves 
of evil ia not much better than he who commits it. 
It is clearly your duty and mine, and that of every 
other moral agent, ſteadily to fet our faces, and upoii 
proper occaſions to raiſe our voices, againſt every ſpe- | 
cies of enormity; leaving it to the God of Heaven, to 
| accompliſh his purpoſes in his-own' way and time. 
We here too long (at leaſt many among us) re- 
joiced at French ſucceſſes. . Their victories over hu- 
—theiroverturningeſtabliſhmentsthat diffuſed 
peace and happineſs to millions their carrying fire 
and ſword through unoffending countries. Nay, their 
very murders and maffacres, have been celebrated in 
qur country. A more ſhocking ſpectacle can ſcarce- 
ty be exhibited; than crowds of people aſſembled to 


expreſs: their ſoy at the triumph of lawleſs power and 
ambition, over nations who have done ur no injury, 


nor giyen oo just cauſe: of war to _ Your in- 
Vaders. 


A mind untinctured with ſuperſtition may be per- 
mitted to expreſs its fears that ſuch conduct, may ere 


France of Heaven; ./ 1 4 2 ; 
}.-Qur'\country; he lies N 
[was the connection af unſuſpecting youthful yirtue 
's; and ich an old bas dz e dpoiſed in 9 5 
eee at another in the leſs . 
RAN draſs, but invaria the ſame.” 44 
Prom 2 x ai thus ſte Fin vice and — | 
ſurely every benevolent: heart, | every lover of his 
country will xejoice chat we are at laſt dirorced. 7 
That evil communications corrupt good 'morals, is no 
leſs true with 0 individuals than 3 * 4, * Wa 
The treaty of 1778, . foundation of a con- iff 
tinual-intercourſe between the two nations, and drew © 
them into a cloſe, butunnatural union. Their litics, © 
their infidelity, and their ang became Fat ſhion= 
able, and have. ſpread like an infeQous diſorder. 
throughout our land. The French nation diſtinguiſhed = N 
by enterprize, equally; brilliant and wicked, attracted 
admiration;. which has been followed by an imitation - * 
of her principles and an ap robation of her crimes: - 
and it ſeemed highly EX © if no event had occur. 5 g 
red to put a check to our meretricious fondneſs, aa 
merica muſt ere Jong. have periſhed in mes , © 419 
loathſome embraces. / i, 
Let us however, gentlemen, Ilie the animating. 414 
hope, 'that the period of our deliverance from this 4. 290 
complication of evils is dawning upon. us. The 17rd. 
day of July draws a line, and tears up the foundation - | - 4. 


ſcarce- {Wof our national connection. Hail, i day! 
bled to Henceforth the abſurd claim of national gratitude 
ver and will be no longer rung in our ears * ungenerous be- 
injury, Nnefactors. Let the f 7th. of July, be ineverlaſts | 


ing remembrance; ; upon the anniverſary of 
| let the voice of joy and gratitude be heard chrou . 
be per- ¶ out our land.” It is a declaration, I truſt, of our ide. © 
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